Lateral approach to the popliteal artery.
A lateral approach to the popliteal artery is described. The anatomic limits of the exposure, appropriate technical maneuvers to maximize this exposure, and alternative procedures are discussed. Groin or thigh infections in patients requiring urgent revascularization are the most common indications. However, some traumatic injuries and certain elective reconstructions are appropriately treated with this technique. The lateral exposure to the popliteal artery is not technically demanding and offers a useful alternative for treatment of selected vascular problems.